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Grade Punks
Injure lL

RGNEWSDEsK

''I felt my knees grow weak," com

mented the visibly-shaken student, "I

knew the Federal Rules like the bottom

of a pitcher at bar night. First I wanted

to cry, then I realized it was intended as
a joke." Another student was not so

lucky. An RG investigative team has

learned of a pending civil law suit filed
by the personal injury

firm of Broma
& Spass on behalf of an injured lL who

was taken in by the "harmless" antic.

plwto by Dave Sanders

The student was reacting to a

ficticious grade posting of the Civil Pro

Catharine MacKinnon, U-M law professor and pro bono advocate on behalf

cedure I class. The sheet chastized stu

related story, p.

mance and delivered a median grade of

of Bosnian and Croatian women and children, argues that rape is genocide. See

2.

Captivation and Disgust
Law and Lawyers Under Serutiny in 1995
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d�ily co��troom c o verage of t he
.
S1mps9It tnal, the legal system contm-

ued itS ascendancy to cultural promig q , �ence. And. if the cow:n-oo� has be
.., ltome a dommant force m this decade,

., , .�e reason may not so much lie in the
,
The law took cultural center s ge: / fla i.s. tential to save
us but in its con
.
In 1995 and fast became the most mtinued-ability to define us.
triguing yet disappointing discipline in
The following are 1995's top stoour society. In a year that could corries ..
..,

•

\

·.

�

yj lx>

rectly be called "the year of the law

yer," Americans intently watched its
system of criminal justice, and con

cluded the Ilrocess was far from perfect..

With similar disgust surrounding the
nation's tort law, Congress took up de
cidedly pro-defendant legislation in an

attempt to push forward reform.

Even though the public scorned the

legal system with contempt and disgust,

it could not look away. From the much
touted debut of Steven Bochco's "Mur

der One" to the continued success of

authors like John Grisham and Richard

North Patterson, to the high ratings of

SIMPSON FoUND Nor GUILTY
After a nine month jury trial and

four hours of deliberation, a Los Ange

les jury found O.J. Simpson not guilty
of the double homicide that riveted the

nation for the past year and a half.
"
Before socks, gloves,

Fuhrman, this case was based on time,"
said Simpson defense attorney Johnnie

Cochran. When asked about the "race
card" Cochran commented, ''Race plays

Please see Year in Review p. 4

dents on their poor academic perfor
a C-.

According to reports, after view

ing the grades the first-year student be

came distraught and disoriented, even

tually collapsing to the cold stone floor.

Although the defendant(s) remain un
named, the suit demands damages for
intentional infliction of emotional dis

tress and related physical injuries. In a

prepared statement the student said"the

first year of law school is angst-ridden

Please see Civil Suit, p. 2
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Wotnen's Rights Sym.posiutn Indeed International
BY

DAVE CAMP

RG Staff Reporter
Building on momentum gained at

last year's FourthWorld Conference on

are

tries there is little recognition of

routine, with some local official even

women's special needs when discuss

tions and sterilizations of women

Women, held in Beijing, China, the

having quotas for these procedures.

ing international human rights. "The

Women's Law Students Association

Herzer reported that Tibetan nuns are

problem," said Lindsay Harris, an at

recently sponsored a Symposium on

being singled out for extreme acts of

torney in San Francisco and a longtime

Women's International Human Rights

rape and torture because of their tradi

supporter of women's rights in Cambo

at the Law School. The November con

tional resistance to Chinese authority.

dia, "is not so much at the level of in
ternational law as at the level of West

ference, which featured more than

According to many speakers at the

twenty speakers from around the world,

Symposium, a major problem in secur

drew hundreds of listeners to hear its

ing equal rights for women is that there

No one at the Symposium did more

message: equal rights and opportunities

is a double standard when it comes to

to expand Western legal consciousness

em legal consciousness."

international human rights issues. The

than the Law's School's own Catharine

Universal Declaration of Human Rights

MacKinnon. Speaking to packed audi

look at the Beijing Conference in per

asserts that "[a]ll human beings are born

torium, MacKinnon offered her per

spective. According to Donna Sullivan,

free and equal in dignity and rights."

spective on "Rape as Genocide in War

director of the Women in the Law

But according to Jessica Neuwirth,

and Peace."

for all women on earth.
The three-day event opened with a

Project of the International Human

founder of Equality Now, even re

MacKinnon suggested that people

Rights Law Group, Beijing proved to

spected human rights groups like Am

don't usually think of rape as a form of
genocide. But under the 1948 Genocide

be a difficult balancing act for women's

nesty International treat abuses of

rights supporters. Significant gains were

women as women's issues-not as hu

Convention, genocide includes the in

made-particularly in terms of concrete

man rights matters.

fliction of "serious bodily or mental

political and financial promises from a
number of nations-but progressives
had to guard against an influential con
servative minority seeking to delete
important language from the platform
and reexamine some of the accomplish

MacKinnon called for a recognition that the systemotic rape of women in Bosnia ... was both ethnic

ments of past conferences.
Sullivan lamented the fact that the

cleansing and sexual exploitation. "Rape (is) gena-

Beijing Conference was relatively silent
on the issues of poverty and economic
empowerment, which she said must be
addressed if women are to achieve true
political and social equality.

cide, rape (is a) war crime, rape (is) torture,"
she declared.

The Law School Symposium ad
dressed four primary topics: The Effects
ofWar and Occupation onWomen; Vio

The same js true of governments.

lence against Women; Female Genital

Karen Musalo, Professor of Law at

geted for destruction "in whole or in

Mutilation; and Women's Economic

American University and Director of

part."

and Political Empowerment.

harm" on members of any group tar

the International Human Rights Clinic

In peacetime, she noted, most rapes

The first of these included a pow

in Washington, DC, pointed out that the

are committed against women of the

erful lecture by Eva Herzer, President

United States will grant political asy

same race or ethnicity as the attacker.

of the International Committee of Law

lum because of five types of oppression:

Logically, then, domestic rape is seen

yers for Tibet, about the unique abuses

Racial, ethnic, religious, political, and

as gender violence rather than ethnic

suffered by Tibetan women at the hands

that based on social group. Gender is

violence. In wartime, on the other hand,

of China In an attempt to control Tibet's

not included, so when the victims of

rape is very often interethnic or interra

population, the Chinese government

mass rape apply for asylum they have

cial, and in such cases rape might be

limits each Tibetan family to one or two

no legal basis for their claim.

viewed as the genocidal activity it is.

children. Children born after a family's

Canada has taken initiative and in

limit is reached are denied job opportu

cluded gender persecution in the cat

nities and welfare benefits. Forced abor-

egory of social group, but in most coun-

But there is a tragic irony in situa-

Please see Conference, p. 11
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Civil Suit
continuedfrom p. 1
enough, without anyone trying to be
funny."
The injured student was not alone
in that feeling. Another first year stated,
''Frankly, I felt emasculated by the grade
curve." The administration, tempering
its comment due to the pending suit
stated only "Now that's what a proper
grade curve should look like."
This is not the first time an incident
of this nature has occurred. After a rash
of similar incidents during the late SO's
and early 60's, which included at least

"Now that's what a
proper grade cuNe
should look like."
-Unidentified Ad10inistrator

two students being expelled at the Guam
University Law School, Congress en
acted 40 U.S.C. §318, the "Counterfeit
Ranking and Publishing" act.

When

asked how the case was being brought
in federal court, the injured student re
sponded, " I'm not really sure. But it
hurt a lot."
CRaP is serious business," com
mented a Law-School official, who
wished to remain unnamed. The Law
School has previously been slapped with
a CRaP suit because of the free accessi
bility of the grade posting board. The
administration has already begun plans
to lock the grade board in a secured
Plexiglas case and barbed wire. " This
is the most important thing for most stu
dents" commented one professor, "it's
only after I post the grades that they
come to office hours." Anyone with in
formation regarding the identity of the
PART TIME JOBS IN THE L AW LffiRARY for University of Michigan law
or library science students: Reference Desk Assistants. Apply in the Law

Library, Rm. S-180, 8-12 and 1-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri. Submit resume with applica
tion. Apply early; applications accepted until all positions are filled.

perpetrator(s) should immediately con
tact B roma
HURTS.

& Spass at 1- 800- I T
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Year in Review
continuedfrom p. 2
a part of everything in America. . . .In
this case, it was introduced by witness
Mark Fuhrman."
The verdict was met with stun
ningly different reactions. Cheers
erupted outside the Los Angeles Crimi
nal Courts Building, while Ronald
Goldman's father, Fred, called the ver
dict the "second nightmare" in his life.
Prosecutor Christopher Darden was vis
ibly shaken saying, "We came here in
search of justice. You will have to be
the judge as to whether any of us found
it today."
According to a Res Gestae survey,
93% of Michigan Law students thought
Simpson was guilty, but only 64%
thought justice was not served.
Source: CNN.

THE SUPREME CoURT's
CoNTROVERSIAL YEAR
The Supreme Court had a momen
tous year, handing down three impor
tant and controversial decisions in the
span of less than four months. In United

Bethany Cartledge

States v. Lopez, a 5-4 Court overturned

In-line skater
T-ball slugger
Drunk driving victim.
january 18, 1994
Cheraw,SC

the Gun Free School Zones Act of 1990
on t h e grounds that it exceeded
Congress's commerce authority. This
was the first Federal law to be over
turned on Commerce Clause grounds
since 1936. Over a strong dissent, Chief
Justice William H. Rehnquist's deliv
ered the majority opinion in a case that
has drawn into doubt Congress' expan
sive authority to regulate commerce.
In Adarand Constructors v. Pena,
the Court held that federally initiated
affirmative action programs that take

If you don't stop someone from driving drunk, who will? Do whatever it takes.

•;j''a:'·ti·:.,:a••.,•aj1'a:'•}1•'j1,�1 ,dl':':'
.

race into consideration would be held

U.S. Deportment of Transportation

to the same level of scrutiny applied to
such programs initiated by state and
local governments.

The 5-4 decision

written by Justice Sandra D a y
O'Conner held such programs t o strict
scrutiny and reasoned, "All government
action based on race .. . should be sub
jected to detailed judicial inquiry to
ensure that the personal right to equal
protection of the law has not been in
fringed."
In the area of voting rights, the
Court in Miller v. Johnson found the use
of race as a "predominant factor" in
drawing Georgia's 11th district lines

should be presumed unconstitutional.
Justice Anthony Kennedy's sweeping
opinion laid the framework for future
decisions stating, "[J)ust as the state
may not, absent extraordinary justifica
tion, segregate citizens on the basis of
race in its public parks, buses, golf
courses, beaches and schools," the gov
ernment also may not "separate its citi
zens into different voting districts on the
basis of race." As many issues remain

Sources: The New York Times, The
National Law Journal, and United Press
International.

FERGUSON SENTENCED TO LIFE
In March, Colin Ferguson was con
victed of killing six people and wound
ing 19 as he walked down the aisle of a
Long Island commuter train, firing a
semi-automatic handgun.

Ferguson

open in this area, the Supreme Court
heard arguments in its October Term on

was handed six consecutive murder sen-

additional voting rights questions.

Please see Year in Review. p. 10
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From the creators of "Whoa, First Year," and "Yo, Second Year," The RG proudly presents

HEy, THIRd YEAR
Welcome to the RG's new advice column. We thought that this would be a good idea because people are always asking us,
"Hey, third-year, how do you do those things you do?" Well, we can't exactly say in so many words, but we are glad to point
_
out your mistakes. So please feel free to write to us with your questions, comments, concerns, an� Ideas. Drop you� letters
in the Res Gestae Pendaflex on the third floor of Hutchins (across from the faculty mailroom), or e-mail us at
rgadvice@ umich.edu .
Here are some of this weeks letters.

HEy THIRd-YEAR,

I just saw my grades from first semester of my first

year and I was shocked and, frankly, panicked. Professor
St. Antoine said that I was perfectly fine and not to worry.
But I'm not so sure. Do grades really matter that much?

Dear Business,
As third years, we have tried every trick in the book: go
ing to the emergency room with minor shaving injuries to meet
Med-school students; feigning mental breakdown to meet
Psych. students (that one was easy); we have gone to the

Sincerely,
Slipping Down the Backside of the Curve

Hands-On Museum looking for Education students only to
find law students pretending to still be curious, to poetry slams
at the Heidelberg looking for Lit. students only to find law
students pretending to be creative, to museums looking for

Dear Slipping,
You know, rumor has it that professor J.J. White (yes,
the J.J. White) got one C in law school. Do you know what
class that C was in? You guessed it, Commercial Transac
tions. Of course, that's just a rumor, and probably an un
true one, because, hey, we all know he's a smart guy and a
professor and all that. Besides, even if the story were true,
J.J. faced his disgrace head on and wrote a hornbook on

the subject, something which has already been done for most
first-year subjects and which, judging by your grades, you're
not capable of anyway. Maybe you should consider trans
ferring to Yale, wherefirst-years don't get grades-whoops,

Art History students only to find law students on dates pre
tending to like art, even to Scorekeepers looking forB-School
students only to find law students who have given up pretend
ing altogether.
You see the problem, but that's only the half of it. Truth
is, if you ever actually met someone from another program,
he or she would quickly peg you as what you are: a preten
tious law student. Quit wasting your time schlepping all over
town and go to a Rick's night.

I hear there are some nice

third-years who will be whomever you want them to be for a
night, maybe more.

!forgot, you're not such a strong student. I guess grades
do matter.

HEy THIRd-YEAR,

Good Luck-You'll Need It

Is it okay to leave class to go to the bathroom?

HEy THIRd-YEAR,

Sincerely,

I'm tired of dating law students. The University of

Cross-Legged in Crim.

Michigan is a big place. How do I meet people from other
programs?

Dear Cross-Legged,
Taking My Business Elsewhere

Definitely yes. In fact, it's the right thing to do, but we
suggest that you get the teacher's permission and a hall pass
first.

Wrm L

·r o

U1

�Till

Yot :n OJJL 1'110�1 on co�VJL:\'1 1.

rgadvice@umich.edu
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TRULY CELEBRATING OuR DIVERSITY
Does the Martin Luther King Holiday reveal an

Editor In Chief

inconsistency in the way we honor diversity?

Jonathan Brennan

Assistant Editor:

Mike Muczynski

Martin Luther King Jr. day was a

is going to be a fallacy, and clearly

Associate Editor:

beautiful day to be outside. Or, for

the Jewish culture is more indoctri

those inclined, there were several

nated into the legal community than

captivating speakers at the University.

is the African American community.

Editorial Page Editor:

I wonder, however, why we get this

That may be exactly the reason that

day off? The first answer which came

Martin Luther King Jr. day and Yom

Jeremy Shere

Jason Sanders

Staff:
Dave Camp

to mind is that it is a national holi

Kippur are treated differently. In the

day. But we don't get Veterans Day

candid words of one administration

or Presidents Day off, and those are

member, "do you remember Ari

national holidays. I do not mean to

zona?" Therefore while it is politically

Jason Frank
MirandaNye
Amy O'Meara
DelRenigar
Lisa Robinson
Michael Sachs
Glynn Washington
Miles Yanick

The school portrays itself as attempting to "be more
"benevolent towards people of different cultural heri
tages. If this is true, then a welcomed next step
would be to suspend classes during Yom Kippur.

The Res Gestae is published biweekly during
the school year by students of the University of
Michigan Law School. Opinions expressed in

advocate that the memory of Martin

correct to hold class upon Yom Kip

Luther King Jr. does not deserve a

pur, it is political death to hold classes

editorial staff. Articles may be reprinted with

holiday. Quite the contrary, I believe

upon Martin Luther King Jr. day.

out permission, provided that the author and the

it does. My question is, why is this

Martin Luther King Jr. day is a

holiday so elevated as to be observed

holiday in the making and to many

bylined articles are those of the authors and do
not necessarily represent the opinions of the

Res Gestae are credited and notified.
The Res Gestae welcomes submissions. Please
place all articles, columns, or opinion pieces in
the Res Gestae pendaflex located on the third
floor of Hutchins Hall across from the faculty
mailroom. All submissions must be on a 3 .5"
disk. Macintosh format is preferable but IBM
submissions are also accepted as well. The Res
Gestae reserves the right to edit all submissions
in the interest of space.
Opinions expressed in bylined articles are not

people it still has not truly been de

by the law school?
It is possible that the school is

fined. If we allow it to become a holi

making a concerted effort to expand

day out of the fear of repercussions

the multi-cultural tolerance for which

of not celebrating, it seems a bit hol

Martin Luther King Jr. dedicated his

low. This day should be a holiday as

life. The school portrays itself as at

a testament toward the Civil Rights

tempting to be more benevolent to

Movement, towards the dream of

wards people of different cultural

equality for all men and women. To

heritages. If this is true, then a wel

cast toleration upon the seas of po

necessarily those of the Res Gestae unless they're

comed next step would be to sus

litical correctness is, at the least, a

really cool. We reserve the right to ridicule those

pend classes during Yom Kippur. To

dangerous notion.

a large minority of Law School stu

weighted so differently because of

dents, this is one of the holiest reli

the groups they represent it seems to

that don't agree with us. Just kidding.
Mailingaddress:

If holidays are

gious days of the year and attendance

contradict what we were supposed

The University of Michigan Law School

in class is not possible.

to be celebrating.

Hutchins Hall

the struggle of any minority groups

The Res Gestae

Ann Arbor, MI 48109
Phone: (313) 998-7976
&:Mm;.

rg@umich.edu
rgadvice@umich.edu

\Vritc to

To equate

�·

us:

rg@un1 ich.edu
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RG CONFRONTS THE MYSTERY
OF JOBHUNTING
No more suits to class! No more
sweaty palms and chit-chat in Room
200. The main interview season is fi
nally over and in retrospect it is clear
that law students' experiences ran the
gamut: from exhilarating and ego
boosting to down-right frustrating and
de-moralizing. Some students received
numerous call backs, some not-a-one.
A significant number of students who
wanted a law firm job still do not have
one. (One faculty member heard 30%).
At the very least, the process was time
consuming and draining.
What might make the Room 200
interview process more successful and
less onerous? Accurate before-hand
information. For example:
How much better do students do
interviewing in their home states?
•

•

•

How important is GPA?
How hard is it to receive a call

( 1 ) Current year: 0 2nd year;

back to Seattle or San Francisco if
you're not from the area?
What percentage of students re
ceived their jobs through their own ef
forts (other than Room 200)?
Do third years have more diffi
culty receiving permanent job offers?
If so, arecertain cities better markets
for third years?
The Career Service is extremely
reticent to reveal information regard
ing success rates and statistical data.
But for students who are currently
without jobs or unhappy with their ex
perience in Room 200, before-hand,
realistic information may have saved
•

•

them some valuable time. For ex
ample, students could have put more
of their efforts into interviewing in
August or conducting direct mailings
in the fall rather than relying only on

In order to discover such informa
tion, the Res Gestae has designed a sur
vey for second and third year students.
Note that the survey is completely
anonymous. The survey does ask for
GPA, a private matter that many people
feel uncomfortable sharing. However,
we believe that GPA is crucial data to
have in order to determine its statistical
significance. Also, the final two ques
tions ask for you to reflect on your job
search experience and to share your in
sights.

PLEASE COMPLETE THE
SURVEY - The higher percentage of
2nd and 3rd year students that do, the
more accurate the information. The Res
Gestae would like to publish a Job
Search Guide and Room 200 Report
Card to assist students with their job
hunt.

Room 200.

Job Hunting Survey
( 2) job sought: 0
0 3rd year

permanent job; 0 summer clerkship

( 3) Have you currently accepted a position? 0 yes; 0 no.
If yes, did you attain the position through:
0 ( 1) your own efforts
0 (2) Room 200
0 (3) Other
If you did not interview in Room 200 this past fall, please skip to question 6.

( 4) What is your home state(s)?

-------

( 5) Approximately how many on-campus interviews did you have for each city and how
many call back interviews and firm offers did you receive? (use back of survey if necessary)
City
# of Interviews
# of Callbacks
# of Offers
a)
b)

______________
_

c)
d)
e)

_______________

----

( 6) What was your GPA last fall?

------

( 7) Please check if you have or participate in any of the following:

(b) law review 0
(a) advanced degree 0
(d) significant extra-curricular activities 0
(c) other journal membership 0
(e) other activities/background that you believe affected (positively or negatively) your job search:

( 8) What advice can you give to 2nd or 3rd year students about the job hunt? (use back of survey)

( 9) Was your job search easier or more difficult than you expected?
Is there anything that you know now about the interview process that would have been helpful to know earlier?

The Res Gestae
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�aw school friend of mine recently

came into some money, but I couldn't
figure out how. After all, we were both
neck deep in government loans and nei
ther of us had any rich dead relatives
who liked us. So finally, I asked him.
Looking around to make sure no one
was listening, he leaned over and whis
pered the words, "75 bucks a shot."
"75 bucks a shot?"
"75 bucks a shot" he repeated as

•

page 8
get?"
" 169"

"Oh you're in."
"I'm in?"
"Like Flynn!" he yelled as he put
on his new full length fur coat.
"I don't know. Doesn't it bother
you that you are going to father a bunch
of kids."
"Are you kidding? I'm propagat
ing my seed. Spreading my flock.
There's going to be thousands of little

She took me to a small room, handed me a plastic cup, and told me to make sure I said good
bye before I left. Smiling at my good fortune, I
closed the door and screamed out a primal

he brushed some dirt off his new silk
suit. "I'm a sperm donor"
I protested. ''There is no way you
get that much for donating sperm!"
Noticing some people in our vicin
ity, he pulled me closer. "Sperms, my
man. Sperms. I'm donating spermssss.
Once you get accepted, you're in. Then
it's 75 bucks a shot."
"You mean ... more than once?"
"Oh yeah. It's party time"
Now, like all guys I knew a little
bit about the subject. I mean, if a hen
knew it could get paid for laying eggs,
don't you think it would look into the
requirements. So, as is all male com
mon knowledge, I knew you had to be
at least 6 feet tall and you had to be
celibate for at least a month prior to do
nation. Now, I am not 6 feet tall and
shut up. Sensing my concern, my friend
placed his hand on my shoulder, the sec
ond of his two new gold rings scraped
the back of my neck. He leaned over
and whispered two words, "LSAT
score"
"What?"
"LSAT score. They love the LSAT
score. You can get around the height
requirement, if you have a good enough
LSAT score"
"Really?"
"Oh yeah, it's all LSAT scores
these days. Scholarships, movie dis
counts, better bank rates. What did you

Garrets running around. I'm creating
my own species, man!"
The idea definitely had its appeal.
"75 bucks a shot?"
"75 bucks a shot." And with that
he gave me a wink, a thumbs up and a
card, and then drove off in his Testerosa.
*

*

*

I had no problem getting accepted.
It appears Stanley Kaplan really had
changed my life. The doctor made me
an appointment for the following Tues
day, and when the big day finally came,
I woke up bright and early, ready to start
the first of my 75 dollar installments.
That is when I saw her. Angela. The
prettiest nurse this side of Farewell to
Arms. She had dark red hair, this great
smile, and she was funny. I mean re
ally funny. She had this quick British
wit, not like Benny Hill, but like you
know, that other funny British person.
And I swear to you, I think she liked
me. I mean we were having a real mo
ment. I told her how I went into law in
order to help people, because there is
nothing that corporate New York firm I
just joined cares about more than help
ing people. She told me how she had
just broken up with her two year fiance,
and how now she was just looking for
someone who was mature and who
could make her laugh. Could you be-

lieve my luck! I was mature, and people
were always laughing at me.
She took me to a small room,
handed me a plastic cup, and told me to
make sure I said good bye before I left.
Smiling at my good fortune, I closed
the door and screamed out a primal
"Yes!" After a moment of reflection, I
remembered the task at hand (pardon
the pun) so I sat down at a chair, took a
deep breath, and began to build my nest
egg...
Blam!! Just like that I was finished.
No fan fare, no
last hurrahs, just
finished. Uneasily, I turned to my
wrist watch, ready
to witness the horrible truth... I had
not been in the
room for even a
minute!
What
was I going to do?
I couldn't just
walk out there, I
mean
she
wouldn't be very
impressed. But
just as I was about
to have a panic attack, calmer thoughts prevailed, and I
realized I could just stay in the room
until a more acceptable time had passed.
I decided on fifteen minutes. So, I
walked around the room, did some
jumping jacks, read some of the porno
graphic magazines they provide; when
suddenly I looked at my plastic cup, my
plastic fully transparent cup.
"There's not a lot in there." I
thought to myself, "Not a lot at all." I
held it up to the light, I looked at it from
different angles, but it didn't make a
difference. There was like a dribble in
there, barely enough to cover the circu
lar bottom.
"Do women care about these
things?" I wondered. And after a sec
ond of philosophical pondering, I real
ized the answer. "Of course they do!
That's not a man's deposit, it's, it's. .
.prepubescent! I mean what kind of kids
is that sperm going to produce. Little
dribble kids, that's what. Weak, little,
snot running out of their nose, dribble
kids. No woman would want that! And
besides I could probably do better than
that any day. Why I bet I can usually
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fill a cup, multiple cups, hell I can prob
ably fill coke bottles on one try."
I knew what I had to do. I would
have to go again, for Angela's sake. But
this time it wasn't as easy, (ah but it
never is). So I went to my old stand
byes. I thought about The New Dance
Show, but the "It's time for the Perco
lator" song was getting me out of the
mood. I thought about Julie from the
Love Boat, but she would always leave
the scene and you would have to wait
until her story's tum came up again, or
else you
would get
impatient
and just
settle for
Vicki. I
thought
about that
Spanish
soap op
era
on
channel
57, but the
mere fact
thatPonch
f r o m
CH i P s
could be
making a
guest appearance was enough to scare
me away. I thought about my fabulous
Price is Right show case, with Diane
Parkinson, Kathy Ireland, and Ruth
Bader
Ginsburg ... Ruth
Bader
Ginsburg? What the hell was she do
ing there... Blam! I was finished; and
a bit disturbed. Obviously, I was find
ing constitutional law a little more ex
citing than I thought. But, no matter.
In a few minutes, I would hand my new
improved cup to Angela, and upon see
ing it, she would immediately swoon
and accept my invitation for a date.
Suddenly an unsettling feeling of
deja vu swept my body. I remembered
a four year old boy who's mom told him
not to go to the bathroom before the
doctor's appointment because they
would need a urine sample. But the
little boy didn't listen. I remembered
the fear the boy faced when he was sent
to the washroom with that cold glass
jar in his little trembling hand. But he
didn't have to go! I remembered the
boy squishing up his little cheeks, and
pushing out his little stomach, trying

bucks

shot

_j

with all his might to make something
come out, until finally a couple of drops
did. But he knew it wasn't enough, he
knew they would catch him for going
before the appointment, and then he
knew the real trouble would begin. But
this was a smart little boy. He went to
the faucet, poured some water in thejar,
and swirled it around to make it look
just right. And when the little boy saw
that the color didn't change, he knew
he had committed the perfect crime.
"The Chemists!" I screamed as if
awoken from a dream. "I forgot about
the chemists!"
The chemists had looked into their
stupid microscopes and figured out that
the boy's urine had too muchH two 0.
They knew what he had done! It was
the chemists; it was always the chem
ists, catching you for committing the
perfect crime. Elementary school vi
sions of cartoon sperms danced in my
head, each with their different hats and
different colored suits. "Every sperm
is special" the health movie narrator
would sing. But if every sperm is dif
ferent, surely that meant every sperm
sample is different. And if every sperm
sample is different, surely that meant
the chemists would figure it out, surely
that meant they would know I went
twice! What kind of degenerate would
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small fern in the comer, I rushed over
and carefully poured my second sample
in the dirt. "It' II work. It has to work."
I muttered, as a I nervously rolled two
silver ball bearings in my hand. My
bead was dizzy, the room was spinning,
the little cartoon sperms were swim
ming too and fro. Then, during all the
commotion, I looked at my watch.
Suddenly, everything stopped...
I had been in the room for forty
five minutes. Not fifteen, not thirty, but
forty-five long indicting minutes. Sure,
after fifteen, you're above average;
thirty minutes, well then maybe then
you're a porno star; but after forty-five
uninterrupted minutes, the world can
see you as nothing more thanjust plain
impotent. And no woman is going to
go out with an impotent man. That is
when I realized. That is when every
thing became clear. You would never
be able to walk out that door. You would
never be able to face the nurse behind
the desk, for you would always be too
fast, too slow, too weak, too sick. I
grabbed the wooden chair that forty-five
minutes ago had been my throne, and
hurled it at the room's lone window.
With a mighty explosion, the glass shat
tered to the floor, a chorus of chimes
ringing as each piece hit. !jumped out
the pane, and clinging my plastic cup

I had been in the room for forty-five
minutes. Not fifteen, not thirty, but
forty-five long indicting minutes.

go twice!! Oh, what was I going to do?
Angela would never go out with some
sicko who went twice!
My mind was not as crafty now. I
decided that maybe I could spill the sec
ond sample out before it mixed with the
first. The oil and water theory, the last
vestige of a desperate man. Of course,
with just the first sample left, I would
go back to being the drippy kid guy, but
anything would be better than the sicko
who went for seconds. So, in a hurry, I
looked around the room, and seeing a

tightly to my chest, scurried back, back
into an uncaring world. There would be
no 75 bucks a shot, no spreading of my
flock, no dates with Angela. The other
day I received a bill for a broken win
dow and a dead plant.

The Res Gestae

BAR

•

January

22, 1996

•

page 10

NIGHT

In order to understand the neces

AMNESTY

sity of this rule, you must first under
stand the sequence of events that hap

by NannieBlanche

pen at every Bar Night. The first couple

The beer flowed. She giggled at

of people who show up sit in small, iso

his stupid jokes. He kept touching her

lated groups with each person trying to

the laughter is louder than normal, the
discussions become more outlandish
and the flirting starts. There are little
things at first, like legs brushing under
the table or a hand resting gently on a
shoulder.

arm as they talked. The beer continued

to flow. They danced to a few songs.
They smoked a few cigarettes. The beer

The amnesty rule would not come into ef-

The am-

nesty rule would not
come into effect until

stopped flowing. They went home to

feet until the next day, when everyone was

the next day, when

gether. Yes, its Bar Night.

sober again. No one should be allowed to

again. No one should

Every couple of Thursdays, Bar
Night gives overly stressed students an

bring up anything from the night before.

opportunity to pay $3 and drink for 3
hours.

My concern is not with the

drink their first pitcher as quickly as

money or the event but with the fact that

possible. Somewhere towards the bot

there are no rules. The rule I want to

tom of the pitcher, this euphoric feel

see is an amnesty rule. There should

ing comes over the individual and they

be a big sign by the door that says,

start to relax. As time passes, the beer

"Once people start drinking be mindful

has the effect of "liquid courage" and

that their judgment becomes impaired

the law student begins to feel brave. As

and they say and do things that they

more people arrive, the race to contrib

would not normally.

Please forgive

them if they get out of line."

ute to the empty pitcher collection
reaches break-neck speed. Before long,

Year in Review
continuedfrom p. 1

University of Michigan Torts pro

everyone was sober
be allowed to bring up
anything from the
night before.

They

should just act as if nothing had hap
pened. If anyone had said anything to
offend or embarrass anyone else, they
should receive a pardon for their ac
tions.

The person who needed to in

voke the amnesty rule is embarrassed
enough without having to face an un

.•

forgiving schoolmate. So, Mr. Oates,
please forgive me

Warren E. Burger. The retired Su

25 years to life and was also
ordered to serve an additional 50 years,

fessor Heidi Li Feldman was quoted

preme Court Justice who wrote opin

extensively on the decision, calling

ions that legally defined obscenity, es

the maximum, for 19 counts of at

Dow Corning's action "tactically clever

tablished the use of busing as a tool to

tempted murder, two weapons charges

but ethically unattractive."

end segregation and compelled Presi

tences of

and reckless endangerment.

Judge

Donald Belfi said to the defendant,
"You, Colin Ferguson, will never again
return to society, but will rather spend
the rest of your natural life in prison."

Source: The New York Times, The
Atlanta Constitution

87. As Nixon's first appointee to

the Supreme Court, he was expected to

U of M undergraduate Jake A.

individual rights in a number of areas

OvER CYBERSPACE

reverse the trends of the left leaning
Warren Court, but instead expanded

Baker was arrested in February by the

including privacy, due process, and

FBI for posting a story of sadistic sex

sexual equality.

and violence on an internet discussion
In May, the Dow Corning Corpo

Watergate tapes passed away in June at
age

JAKE BAKER PRoMPTS BATILE

Source: The Chicago Tribune

Dow CoRNING DEcLARES
BANKRUPTCY

dent Richard Nixon to release the

Source: The New York Times.

group. The story named a woman with

William Kunstler. Iconoclast and civil

ration filed for bankruptcy protection in

whom Baker had a class as the victim

a Federal court in Bay City, Michigan
claiming this move was the only way it

in a fantasy describing the brutal rape,

liberties lawyer, William Kunstler died

torture and murder of a woman by two

in September of a Cardiac Arrest.

could devise an enforceable plan to deal

men.

The story set off a wave of na

Kunstler gained national prominence

with the massive number of injury

defending the Chicago Seven, a group

claims filed against it by hundreds of

tional discussion on the liability of those
who post to the internet, on those who

thousands of women who used its sili

provide access to the internet, and on

ing riots during the 1968 Democratic

cone breast implants.

the regulation of content available on

National Convention. Other Kunstler

The decision

halted all new lawsuits and delayed
settlement of existing claims. More
over, final discretion over how much
Dow Corning pays to compensate
claimants rests with the bankruptcy
court.

of anti-war activists accused of incit

line. In November, a federal judge dis

clients included Patty Hearst, John Goti,

missed the case.

Colin Ferguson, and Sheik Omar Abdel

Source: CNN

0BITUARIFS

Rahman. Kunstler was 76.
Source: United Press International
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Mena2e
continueajrom back page

Conferemce
continuedfrom p. 2
cide, rape [is a] war crime, rape [is] tor

tions like Bosnia.
According to MacKinnon, "The
'ethnic cleansing' [in Bosnia] was seen
as genocide in part because of the
rapes." At the same time, however, the
ethnic aspect of the mass rape helped
obscure the fact that the rapes were still
an egregious form of gender violence.
MacKinnon called for a recogni
tion that the systematic rape of women
in Bosnia (and elsewhere in the

fortunately for many this was like com
paring the size of a proton to an elec

ture," she declared.
On the final day of the conference,

tron. (A joke too close to home for the

many of the panelists were available to

trio's chycks)

answer questions and provide additional

Rick's was the improved decor- the

information

about

international

women's rights issues. Some organiza
tions may have positions available for
students. For those interested in getting
involved in this field, a list of leading
organizations appears below this article.

The best thing about

new red walls, the heat, the sweat, the
beer sewage on the floor, and all that
sinning. Yes, it's official - Rick's is hell.
Hats off to the 2L's who packed 841
Oakland on a cold winter's night. Kat
Allen

(2L and one of the birthdy girls)

correctly identified one out of every

Balkans) was both ethnic cleansing and

three law school couples, and although

sexual exploitation. "Rape [is] geno-

2L Gina Fong circulated through the

w

0

Equality Now

t

o

Mimi Ramsey
P.O. Box 20646, Columbus Circle Station
New York, NY 10023
Tel: (212) 586-0906

C

o

n

t

a

c

t

Women in tbe Law Project

1601 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 700
Washington, DC 20009
Tel: (202) 232-8500
Fax: (202) 232-6731
e-mail: lawgroup@igc.apc.org

International Committee of Lawyers
for Tibet

Women, Law and Development International

crowd, most of the male guests were
able to report their backsides had not
been "Fongled."
Curley
mance.

Congrats to Patrick

(2L) on an outstanding perfor
For our money the suave

Notheasterner should forsake law
school to be a perpetual contestant on
MTV's Singled Out.

[Yale Kamisar.

"You amaze me" or "Euthanaze me"?]

Eva Herzer

Margaret A. Schuler

2288 Fulton Street, Suite 312
Berkeley, CA 94704
Tel: (510) 486-0588
Fax: (510) 548-3785

1350 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 407
Washington, DC 20036-1701
Tel: (202) 463 7477
Fax: (202) 463-7480

e-mail: iclt@igc.org (or iclt@igc.apc.org)

e-mail: iwid@access.digex.net

International Gay and Lesbian Human

Women's Environment and

Rights Commission

Development Organization

you. Prepare to be frisked by the over

1360 Mission Street, Suite 200
San Francisco, CA 94103
Tel: (415) 255-8680
Fax: (415) 255-8662

Susan Davis

eager security guards and try to avoid

845 Third Avenue, 15th Floor
New York, NY 10022
Tel: (212) 759-7982
Fax: (212) 759-8647

We would like to close with an in
vitation for all to join us at X night.
Come drink Mad Dog with us on the
bus ride there. Maybe some of you will
get as much action as those on the Hal
loween party luv-bus - yeah we saw

getting lucky with high school students
- remember, 15 will get you

20.

e-mail: wedo@igc.apc.org

Dr. G's Onus
continuedfro;, �ack page
be seen jutting from my forearm, my

finally until they stopped abruptly and

fists clenched in ever tighter spheres to

kicked in the door to the bathroom. I

speed the expulsion.

thought I was going to pass out. The

"Faster, faster!" Terror said to me,

footfalls continued toward my stall,

I sobbed, alone and despised. The
footfalls stopped.
Then at once there was a tapping,
as of someone gently rapping, rapping

when adrenaline-enhanced hearing first

Seconds.

picked up the distant sound of footfalls

Hours.

striding for the restroom door.

I swooned with fever.

I thought about my life then, who I

The stall door swung open.

at my chamber-pot door.

I screamed in exertion. Desperate

was, what I wanted to be. Before had I

for a new approach , I seized onto my

not been strong? But now I was low,

own personal Zen and tried to master

ing for good time, in fact I got a checker

weak.

the concept of mind over matter. When

set and a whole thing ofDorritios in my

same elemental cleansing ritual that has

after eight seconds I failed to make any

for eons separated humanity from the

progress I screamed anew, hearing the

demon in our bowels. Mine own sin

footfalls crash ever pounding into my

cast me from that warm embrace that is

soul!
Louder, and heavier grew the steps

Caught unable to repeat that

humankind - for all could do what I
could not!

"Hi Mike." said I, "I'm sure look

bag."
He went away.
Next time, I'm using the toilet at
home.
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I was recently typing away at Angel

MENAGE A TROIS

Hall Computing Center when the call

"The One, The Many, and The Good"

Welcome back from the holiday
break!

We love everyone's dye job.

of nature forced me to sprint for the

THE COMMERCIAL LAW SEMINAR

restrooms.

with J.J. White: Assuming Profes

"Number Two".

Twas a serious case of

During the commercial break between

sor Gross would not mind, this

Luckily, I managed to avoid em

90210 and Party of Five, the trio at

seminar would be more aptly en

tempted to schedule our classes for this

barrassing both myself and the j anito

titled "The Death Penalty Semi

semester. The vast array of fascinating

nar." We also noted that J.J. is

rial staff, and made it, safe and sound,

classes really blew us away, kind of like

teaching Commercial Transactions

the Dean's decision to name a new Ca

at

reer Services Director. Reliable sources

must be getting soft in his old age,

reveal that the employment rate of the

as 9:00 AM is nearly his bedtime.

9:00 AM this semester - J.J.

graduated summer starters is akin to fur
loughed federal workers. Kill the mes

We are embarrassed to admit it, but

senger - eh! To make your time in that

we were fooled by the fictitious Civ Pro

8 AM class (Suckers! ) a little less pain

grade sheet. (One of the trio swears that

ful, we offer a few comments on some

she smelled dirty underwear on some

of the course options:

first years departing from the "Wailing
Wall".) In fact, we were pretty psyched

INDIVIDUAL EMPLOYEE RELATIONS:
Despite the rumors, this class has
nothing to do with making it with
your co-workers or boss.

because we figured a massive cocktail
party would break out in the halls, as
clearly, several stiff drinks would be in

Fortu

order after getting job-sinker grades like

nately, that topic is covered in Pro

those. Note to first years: The best thing

fessor MacKinnon's seminar. Be

about getting first year grades is that

lieve us (and our transcripts), if

most of the gunners in your classes clap

there is anyone who knows how to

their traps this semester after getting

screw someone, it's Kitty.

their fair share of B's. Have you no

MoDERN LEGAL THEORY: Yes, Phil

probably think they are on their way to

Soper will use the blackboard to il

THE SHOW! Going to ''The Show",

ticed yet?

lustrate all concepts in graphic de

Those that don't shut up

we have been told, is what those busy

tail - 3Ls in the Kamisar section

cite-checkers on the Law Review call

undoubtedly remember his draw

clerking for the Supreme Court. Our

ing of that gas pipeline with its two

masculine

underground storage tanks.

"Showgirls" would be a more alluring

member

thinks

that

"show". Anyway, Souter sucks at that
CRIMINAL JUSTICE: ADMINISTRA•

pole trick and Sandy and Ruth don't

TION OF POLICE PRACTICE: COPS

much like each other in that special way.

DON ' T ARGUE

We would like to offer our heart

WITH ME - I AM FAMOUS AND

ARE B AD !

felt appreciation to all those who

TENURED !

showed up (and put out) at Rick's last
Thursday - let's keep UP the good

RoMAN LAw: This practical class

work folks. Rick's did not disappoint

will teach the students how to pil

for entertainment. We noted how a cer

to my favorite stall.
Now understand - this is one of my
favorite places in all the world.

It's

warm, safe, and there's all kinds of in
teresting things to rea:d on the wall.
So I sat back, not a care in the
world, got comfortable, and just waited
for things to take their own course. I
had made it. The hustle and bustle was
over . . . I had only to wait, to think,
and read.
So I read the wall, the first thing
that caught my eye was a list that read
"Write Your Own Palindrome Here !"

,
" S \l O K I :'\ 1 :'\ THE
HoY� Rooi\t "
I ) I�

('

The last one read "Madam, I' m Adam."
So I fetched the pen from the jeans
balled up around my ankles and wrote,
"A man, a plan, canal - Panama."
Ha. Ha. Said I to myself, what a
clever fellow.

But then what should

catch my eye but an invitation. It read,
"For a good time, meet Mike here at

10:00".
I checked my watch.

9:59
At once great globules of salty
sweat splashed offmy forehead onto my
nose and chin.

Ahhhhh,h thought I . . .

I must leave now!

Alas, that which had seemed so

tain 3rd year Northwestern alum spent

easy, so simplistic, so slippery had now

Funny, that's what we thought sum

a good part of his night in the Men's

fro zen into stony intransigence.

mer associateships were for!

Room trying to pass off the Herpes eat

"Move" "Run " "Flow" I thought furi

lage, get drunk, and have orgies.

ing away at his lip as a racquetball in

ously, but to no avail.

ENGLISH LEGAL HISTORY: Just

jury. Some graduated summer starter

seeped in, when I realized that before I

when you thought your excitement

women upped the bathroom ante - all

quotient was at its peak, here comes

could effect the escape - I needs first

women who entered were asked to com

this little gem - like a certain 3L

attend to the business at hand.

pare their left and right breasts and de

woman's electric friend (and we

termine which was bigger. (We were

don't mean a blanket), this class

told it was on the Michigan Bar.) Un-

will keep you smiling all winter
long.

Please see Menage, p. 11

Terror slowly

Strain lined my forehead as I mar
shaled every available bodily muscle to
assist in the task. Great bulges could

Please see Dr. G. p. 11

